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TODAY’S PROGRAM... 

Stovetop Coffee Roasters 

Today’s program was introduced by 
Luke Panning. He attended Hope Col-
lege with our speaker, Steve Holm. 
Steve is the owner of Stovetop Roast-
ers LLC. He began his talk by walking 
us through the steps of the coffee pro-
cess, known as seed to cup. Coffee 
beans (also commonly referred to as 
pits and seeds as well) grow on trees/
bushes and are picked and then need the mucilage 
(outer flesh) removed either via processing using 
water (depending on resources) or just drying them 
out. Most coffee beans come from tropical regions – 
especially countries located in the Tropics of Capri-
corn and Cancer. After the beans are separated 
from the cherry, they need to be roasted. Stovetop 
Roasters has a drum that roasts beans at about 450 
degrees Fahrenheit for 12-15 minutes. Each batch 
yields about 20 pounds of beans. Steve is the head 
coffee roaster and notes that roasting is equivalent 

to a chemical process such as cooking meat or toasting bread. He has to keep a 
close eye on the beans as they roast so as to not let them roast too little time (coffee 
would taste like grass, he says) or too long so that the coffee just tastes charred. 
The final step in the process is brewing. Stovetop Roasters is sure to use a scale to 
measure the coffee to a 1/10 of a gram and also creates their own “coffee water” to 
ensure optimal taste when brewing. This water goes through reverse osmosis and 
then has minerals added back in. ~Continued on Page 5. 

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM... 

July 30—Washtenaw County Update. Speaker: Greg Dell, Administrator. Introduc-
tion by Jane Talcott. 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS.... 
 August 6—Leuke’s Landing. Speaker: Leona Foster. Introduction by Emily All-

shouse. 

 August 13—Ann Arbor’s Fix-It (City Service). Speaker: Robert Kellar, Communi-
cations City of Ann Arbor. Introduction by Dale Leslie. 

MEETINGS... 

There will be an Investment Oversight Committee meeting next Monday, July 30th 
before the general membership meeting in the small conference room. 

July 23, 2018 

Luke Panning 

Steve Holm 
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Do you have news for the 
newsletter, or are you in-
terested in advertising? 
Contact Publisher, John 
Kidle, at jkidle@gmail.com. 

GUESTS AT OUR CLUB…  
Dave LaMoreaux introduced today’s guests:  Drew Leslie, guest of Dale Leslie, Arno Buhrer, 
guest of Pat Buhrer,  Joyce Novak, guest of Jane Talcott and Al Dyer from the Ypsilanti Fire-
house Museum, guest of Joe Medrano. 

HOSPITALITY…  
Fred Sanchez reported that Lynne Lande’s son, Steve, suffered a heart attack but has had 
stents placed and is on the road to recovery. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS…  

 Dan Dever announced today that all items to be donated to the sale should 
be placed on the east dock in the sorting area. This is to ensure that items 
are not left around the building. Of course, this excludes any food items 
brought in. Those can be placed in the kitchen. 

 Dan Dever also announced that due to safety and liability reasons, the 
sales floor area including the double doors and both gates will be locked up 
at the end of the day, when the facility coordinator leaves. If you need to be 
in the sales area after that, you will need to coordinate plans with Mario or 
Tanya. 

 Are you looking for something 
to fill your time on Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday, or 
Saturday? The hardware/
houseware department of the 
Kiwanis Thrift Sale could use 
your help. 

SOCIAL EVENTS... 

 The Annual Kiwanis Picnic 
will be held on Sunday, Au-
gust 5th from 12-3pm. It’s 
promised to be a good time 
and if you are still interested 
in coming, sign up with Mary 
Stewart. 

 The Kiwanis Tiger’s outing is 
happening on Saturday, Au-
gust 11th. There are two tick-
ets remaining for this hot 
event. Contact Fred Sanchez 
ASAP to scoop them up! 

 Calling all golfers! The Annu-
al Kiwanis Golf Outing is on 
Thursday, September 13th 
2018 and if you’d like to par-
ticipate, please see George 
Gilligan. 

ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE COMING WEEK... 
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Mon-Sat Sale See Pages 7 and 8 

Fri-Sat Sale See Pages 9 and 10 

Vouchers 
7/26—Ellen Webb, Carla Summers, Bob Johnson, Bud Roberts, Jean Robin-
son, Dee Smit, Deb Rydzor, Susan Smith and Mark Lavin 

Invocation Gordon Beeman 

Meeting Greet-
ers 

Dave LaMoreaux (A), Andrea Kotch Duda, Sharon Keyes 

Hospitality Fred Sanchez  

Newsletter Lynne Lande 

Cashier Garry Evans  

Dan Dever 

Al Dyer from the Michigan Firehouse Museum thanked the club for money 
we recently donated and also let us know that with it, they have acquired 
an old fire truck and will be cutting off the cab and making it into a play 

area for the many children visiting the museum. Also, the Firehouse 
Museum Muster is happening on August 18th at Riverside Park, across 

from the museum from 10am – 3pm. All are welcome. 

mailto:jkidle@gmail.com


FINES... 
Ken Hillenburg proposed a fine on anyone that was not wearing any Kiwanis gear (which he 
points out has been displayed for sale for over a year and a half in the meeting room). The mo-
tion failed in a surprising vote. With William not present to defend his streak of unanimous fines 
passing, Dan Dever had to go with the representative democracy.   

Nick Dever then addressed Past President John Dahl, proposing a fine on President-Elect 
Dan Dever—questioning whether he was representing good principle with the previous failed fine 
or if he was just expressing his sudden surge of power. He was willing to support his brother ei-
ther way. This motion passed and the brother’s paid up.   

Finally, Fred Sanchez, sad that he only had collected two quarters for his pot, proposed a fine on 
everyone who had not yet paid a quarter. This passed unanimously. 

HAPPY DOLLARS... 
 Dale Leslie was happy for his son’s presence at the meeting and spoke to his continuing ap-

prehension to talk about his son’s job as trombone performance professor at Appalachian 
State University even 11 years after Michigan Football’s heartbreaking loss to them. 

 Bob Gray was very thankful (and gave $20 happy dollars) for everyone that had signed up to 
work the sale on Saturday and also the 20 additional persons that responded to his call for 
more sale help on Wednesday. These people include: Kathy Barden-Perlberg, Dave Bell, 
Lea Birkle, Mike Birkle, Jim Blomquist, Alan Burg, Dan Burroughs, Carol Bagchi, Susan 
Cramer, Larry Dittmar, Clare Dukes, Billy Finch, Paula Fomby, Ken Hillenburg, Margaret 
Krasnoff, Lynne Lande, Evan LeRoy, Luke Panning, John Schenk, and Kurt 
Schmerberg. 

 Kathy Barden-Perlberg gave $3 happy dollars for her outreach committee efforts and all the 
work they have been doing to prepare for the first group that will be visiting the sale on Satur-
day, August 4th which is the Ann Arbor Rotary Club. They will shop, have lunch, and have a 
presentation about our club and how we help the community. She also gave a dollar in honor 
of a man who works in the Manchester cemetery and approached her about us needing to tell 
fat people to donate more clothes as we are lacking in the clothing department for larger peo-
ple. 

 Max Ziegler gave $5 happy dollars in honor of the 44th annual Browns 
Trout Fishing Festival he just attended in Alpena. He caught the largest fish 
weighing in at 8 lbs. 4 oz. Inquiring minds wanted to know if the fish lived on 
or if it was consumed. Max ate it! 

 Dan Burroughs came to the podium with $16 happy dollars, one for each of 
the children and youth services committee members who have worked to 
decide how to disperse $87,735 to 41 non-profit organizations through 
grants. He also recognized the amazing work of treasurer, Eloise Lavin, for 
her help and efficiency. The committee members are as follows:  Mike 
Dabbs, Bryce Babcock, Jim Carey, Claire Dahl, John Dahl, Larry 
Dittmar, Andrea Kotch-Duda, Garry Evans, Steve Hiller, Sally Lamkin, 
Gerry Luke, Dot McNab-Cattell, Fred Miller, Gretchen Preston, and 
Julanne Williams. Thanks for your dedication to this project! 

 Luke Panning gave a happy $1 in honor of attending the art fair with his 
wife. She saw a piece of original artwork that she thought might look great in their house. 
Luke convinced her to keep walking and come back and get it later (looking out for his pocket 
book, of course). Well, upon arriving back at the booth, it had been purchased. Luke was so 
disappointed! 

 Susan Smith gave $1 as she gifted Ellen 
Webb something that had come across the 
sorting area as a thank you for all her time 
and dedication to all she does for Kiwanis. It 
was a cute figurine with a quilt and on the 
bottom it said, “When life gives you scraps, 
make a quilt.” Thanks Ellen! 

 Alan Burg gave $5 happy dollars in honor of 
Tanya and Bill Robb fixing the popcorn ma-
chine that had been broken for a few weeks. 
Alan lovingly makes popcorn for sale goers 
on Saturdays and let me tell you, people 
miss it when it’s not there. Thanks for the fix, 
Bill and Tanya. 
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Known worldwide as 
the place for the 

“funkiest” gift. 

Check for Special Items 
on 

 
and 

 
Every Week! 

Buy Kiwanis Club of 
Ann Arbor Gear! 

Click here. 
It’s what all the cool 

kids are wearing! 

Since 1921, 

proceeds from 

Kiwanis Thrift 

Sale, gifts from 

our members, 

and the work of 

our volunteers to 

benefit our 

community totals 

over $6,300,000.  

... .... --- .--. / .- - / - .... . / -.- .. .-- .- -. .. ... / - .... .-. .. ..-. - / ... .- .-.. . 

L>R Mary Stewart, Ellen Webb, and Susan 
Smith 

Max Ziegler 
and his fish 

http://www.kiwanissale.com/
http://annarbor.craigslist.org/search/sss?query=kiwanis&sort=rel
http://www.kiwanissale.com/ebay.htm
http://defininggeeks.com/collections/kiwanis-club-of-ann-arbor
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This Week’s 
Numbers 

 

Attendance: 
57 

Fines: 
$18.09 

Happy $: 
$51 

Mott Pot: 
$0 Today 

$1,705 YTD 

Vouchers: 
$1,117 

7 Families 
$66,068 YTD 

343 Families YTD 

Thrift Sale: 

Friday: 
$6,940 

Saturday: 
$8,200 

Other: 
$0 

TOTAL: 
$15,140 

$550,036 YTD 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 National 
Guard 

3 4 
 
 

Independence 
Day 

5 
Kiwanis Young 
Professionals 

6 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

7 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

8 9 Election Pre-
view Super-
Interclub 

10 11 12 13 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

14 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

15 16 Chalkwalk 
Art 

17 
6:30pm Board 

Meeting 

18 19 20 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

21 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

22 23 Stove Top 
Roasters 

24 25 26 27 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

28 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

29 30 Washtenaw 
County Update 

31     

July 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2  
 

3 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

4 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

5  
Noon-3pm Kiwa-

nis Picnic 

6 Leuke’s Land-
ing 

7 8 
Kiwanis Young 
Professionals 

6:30pm at 
Dominick’s in AA 

9 10 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

11 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

Kiwanis Tiger 
Game Outing 

12 13 Equine 
Wisdom 

14 15 16 17 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

18 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

19 20 Art Vuolo 21 
6:30pm Board 

Meeting 

22 23 24 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

25 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

26 27 Reading 
Labels & Nutri-
tion 

28 29 30 31 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

 

August 2018 
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TODAY’S PROGRAM CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1... 

Steve shared with us how he got his humble beginning in the coffee business by purchasing a $2 
espresso machine from a thrift sale much like ours and started selling lattes from his dorm room at 
Hope College. He participated in the Hope Entrepreneurship Initiative in college and while his idea 
wasn’t for a coffee shop, it got his entrepreneurial spirit burning. He began Stovetop Roasters in a 
friend’s basement using a popcorn machine to roast the beans. During that time, two additional 
people joined the team—Jared, a creative designer and Dave, for “older wisdom.” They moved to 

the space in Ann Arbor where they currently roast all their coffee in 2017 (after some construction delays). They service 
many wholesale coffee accounts across the state, have a cafe in Kerry Town, have five full time employees and also 
are looking to open more cafes in the future. If you would like to learn out more about Stovetop Roasters, check out 
their website at www.stovetoproasters.com or go visit their cafe at 327 Braun Court (in Kerrytown) which serves coffee 
from 9am-2pm Friday–Sunday. The goal of their cafe is to “create a space where exceptional coffee, kindness and peo-
ple all interact.”   

Several questions were asked of Steve at the end of his presentation and they included: 

Bob Gray inquired how they select the beans they brew and how does the decaffeination process work? Steve carefully 
selects his beans from growers who are working hard to make livings for their family. He also doesn’t know a lot about 
the decaffeination process as they don’t do it at Stovetop Roasters (and I don’t blame him… coffee is better fully load-
ed!)  

Jerry Brown wanted to know the shelf life of the beans that Steve showed on one of his slides: Steve said coffee beans 
should be picked and roasted within 9 months and this is if they are stored at proper temperature. They try to sell their 
coffee whole-bean as once beans are ground, they immediately lose flavor. Whole-bean coffee should be consumed 
between four days and three weeks after roasting. 

Arno Buhrer wanted to know about Kona coffee and whether the volcano in that region affected coffee and also about 
how instant coffee is made. Steve does not have a lot of knowledge about coffee from the Kona region other than they 
don’t export a lot of their coffee. He also told us that instant coffee is made by brewing and then dehydrating the coffee 
but also brought up that there is a quality issue with instant coffee. 

Kathy Barden-Perlberg inquired what it’s like to compete with companies that sell K-Cups? Steve likened owning Stov-
etop Roasters to owning a craft brewery. He creates a product that is high quality and if someone really wants a good 
cup, they will be willing to pay a little more for it. 

Max Ziegler wanted to know what would happen if he had coffee at their cafe with their “special water” and then bought 
some to brew at home and had to use Ann Arbor city water and it didn’t taste good? Steve told him he’s out of luck! I 
think they should start selling their coffee water! 

Larry French wanted to know how climate change is affecting coffee bean growth? Steve made mention of the fact that 
they are not a large enough company to have the resources to make a large impact on the current situation but said 
they acknowledge the problem exists and will continue to support the growers that they can while looking to make a big-
ger impact as the company grows and expands.   

Alan Burg wanted to know the address of the roaster—it’s 8186 Jackson Rd.  

Dan Burroughs inquired as to whether there was a ceiling for the price of a cup of coffee:  Steve said it all depends on 
the quality of the bean—coffee can range from $3/cup at their cafe to $20/cup. It’s definitely a market where you can 
pay for what you want to get out of it. 

Bryce Babcock inquired about fair trade coffee. Stovetop Roasters is not currently buying fair trade coffee but acknowl-
edged that there are a lot of rules and regulations regarding fair trade coffee and also organic products and most grow-
ers can’t afford to get appointed. He said that the beans they buy are already 2-3 times over what someone would get 
paid for fair trade beans and are grown organically anyway. 

Thanks for presenting, Steve, and enlightening us about the coffee process and your business, Stovetop Roasters. 
Let’s show Steve some support and stop in for a cup of joe! 

Our Sponsored Programs 
in Service to Youth: 

“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 
Angell Elementary 

Huron High School 
Pioneer High School U of M Circle K WISD Aktion Club 

https://stovetoproasters.com/
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KIWANIS CLUB 
OF ANN ARBOR 

Meetings: 
Noon on Mondays at 

The Kiwanis Center 
100 N. Staebler, Suite C 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755 

www.a2kiwanis.org 

Building Phone:   
734-665-2211 

RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer 
 734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com 

Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet 
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474  

Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc. 
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda, 248-932-5450 

Clarity Financial Advisors, Mark S. Wishka, ChFC, CFP, CLU, CRPC, 
CASL, REBC, RHU, CDFA, CLTC—734-995-3996, markwishka.com 

Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys 
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com 

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors 
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net 

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters... 

"Serving the Children of the World" 

Other Links: 

 Michigan District Kiwanis 
Click here to read the latest 
Michigan Builder. 

 Kiwanis International 

 Kiwanis Young Professionals 
of Washtenaw County Meets 
6:30pm first Wednesday of 
Month 

 U of M Circle K  
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM 
Union or League (Check 
Calendar on Website) 

 Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti 
Meets Noon Wednesdays at 
EMU Student Center 

 Ann Arbor Western, Meets 
Noon Tues. at Quarter Bistro 
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Interested in becoming a member?  Please send an e-mail 
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org. 

 
 

Sale and Donation Hours 
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale 
At The Kiwanis Center 

100 N. Staebler at Jackson 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-1pm 
 

Saleable Donation Drop 
Off: 

Fridays and Saturdays 
9am-12:30pm 

 
Call for Donation Pickup: 

734-665-0450 

The Kiwanis Center 

http://www.a2kiwanis.org
mailto:dfziesemer@aol.com
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/mark.s.wishka/
mailto:Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
mailto:jcarey@provide.net
http://mi.kiwanisone.org/
http://www.mi.kiwanisone.org/Page/1070
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
http://ypsilantikiwanis.weebly.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Ann-Arbor-Western-Kiwanis-558933810913788/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor-Kiwanis-Thrift-Sale/303245442175
mailto:MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
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Friday and 
Saturday 

Sale Work-
ers 
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