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NEW LOOK… 

This week’s edition has 
been updated to use 
the new standard fonts 
recommended in the 
Kiwanis Brand Guide. 
Let us know what you 
think—better, worse, 
don’t care? 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS... 

 February 12—A2 
Community Founda-
tion. Speaker: Neel 
Hajra. Introduction 
by: Alan Burg. 

 February 19—
Income Inequality. 
Speaker: Jim Gruber. 
Introduction by: Deb 
Jones. 

 February 26—City of 
Ann Arbor—A2 Fix It. 
Speaker: Robert Kel-
ler. Introduction by: 
Dale Leslie. 

 

Volume 9, Issue 18 

TODAY’S PROGRAM…  
ON BEING AN ENTREPRENEUR 

Demond Johnson introduced our speaker, Dr. Ann Marie Sastry, whom 
Demond described as his friend, mentor and hero. Not all heroes wear capes, 
Demond said, but all—including Ann Marie—have overcome obstacles that 
would make others crumble. 

Ann Marie is an entrepreneur, researcher and 
educator in battery science and technology. 
Prior to founding and leading her startup com-
pany, Sakti3, which makes solid-state batteries 
with double the energy density of current tech-

nology, she was the Arthur F. Thurnau Professor of Engineer-
ing at the University of Michigan. Tenured and promoted early, 
she founded and led two research centers in batteries and bio-
science, and a global graduate program. She has received sev-
eral of the highest technical honors in her field, including the 
National Science Foundation’s Presidential Early Career Award 
for Scientists and Engineers. Sakti3 has been recognized by 
MIT as one of the 50 smartest companies, and Ann Marie per-
sonally showed off her technology to President Obama in the 
White House. 

Taking us behind the scenes of what happens early on at a 
startup, Ann Marie described an entrepreneur as one who sees 
beyond what currently exists to envision what could be. An en-
trepreneur launching a startup is an upstart, a contrarian who 
sees things differently. Why create a startup? Ann Marie an-
swered her own question by telling us that such a person must have what is known in the 
industry as a BHAG, a “big hairy audacious goal.” Ann Marie purposely kept Sakti small and 
lean with cheaper equipment. As an example, Sakti3 chose scalable methods, using equip-
ment designed to manufacture potato chip bags, rather than the exotic and expensive equip-
ment selected by competitors. It’s the second mouse that gets the cheese, Ann Marie said. 

Sakti3 was acquired by Dyson for $90 million in October 2015, and Ann Marie described sev-
eral concrete steps taken to be certain Sakti3 employees were among the big winners in the 
transaction. Ann Marie has moved on, founding an artificial intelligence startup, Amesite. Ra-
ther than stay with the comfort and security of her new position at Dyson following the acqui-
sition, Ann Marie figures that “the best use of me is to try to do things that are nuts.” 

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM... 

February 5—Flight of the Butterflies. Speaker: Manja Holland. Introduction by: Dale Leslie. 

MEETINGS... 

John Goff announced a Strategic & Long-Range Planning Committee meeting next Monday, 
February 5, at 10:30 AM. 

The K-Family Leadership Committee will meet next Monday, February 5, at 1:15 PM. 

An area to post notices of committee meetings has been established in our KCW luncheon 
room just outside the kitchen. Meeting notices will also continue to be announced at club 
luncheons and in the newsletter. 

January 29, 2018 

Demond Johnson 

Dr. Ann Marie Sastry 
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newsletter, or are you inter-
ested in advertising? Con-
tact Publisher, John Kidle, 
at jkidle@gmail.com. 

GUESTS AT OUR CLUB... 

Alan Burg introduced Francine Bomar, special guest of Susan Smith and Bob Gray. We 
were delighted to dine with Esther Hampton, wife of William Hampton; Arno Buhrer, hus-
band of Pat Buhrer; Elissa Benedek, wife of Dick Benedek; and Mark Lavin, husband of 
Eloise Lavin. Mark Hassett was the guest of Deb Jones. And Harry Hawkins, and Harry’s 
caregiver, Mamadou, were guests of Bud Roberts. No Circle K members were seen at 
this week’s luncheon. 

HOSPITALITY... 

Max Ziegler provided an update regarding injury to both knees suffered by John Goff’s 
wife, Sherri, in a recent skiing accident. It appears Sherri has torn her ACL. Surgery will be 
performed on the first knee on February 6; then an evaluation will be made regarding treat-
ment for the other knee. Lynne Lande’s husband, Lars, is hospitalized with complications 
related to congestive heart failure; Lars is expected to be the hospital for about a week. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS... 

 Dave Drake confirmed plans for an interclub at Chelsea on Monday evening, January 
29, with a 6:13 PM start (that’s what “the man told me,” Dave shrugged). Dave had 
discussed the interclub with George Gilligan, who was excited about his recent tennis 
match victory. We were all impressed with George’s athletic prowess until Dave in-
formed us that George’s opponent is 91 years old. 

Super Interclubs are scheduled for March 15 at Whitmore Lake, and April 16 at Chel-
sea. 

 Mike Dabbs provided an update following the Grant Coordination Committee’s meet-
ing that was held before today’s luncheon, following this month’s board approval of an 
additional $150,000 allocation for nonprofit groups in the community. By next Mon-
day’s meeting, a press release will be available, to announce that new community 
grant funding from Kiwanis and to describe the application process. Notification of the 
grant funding availability will be sent to all nonprofit groups made known to us, whether 
or not such groups have previously received grant funding from Kiwanis. Grant appli-
cations are then to be submitted to the Grant Coordination Committee by mid-March, 
and the committee will complete its recommendations of grant recipients and amounts, 
for submission to the board at its June meeting. Any of us who want to add a nonprofit 
to the list of community groups on the notification list should provide contact infor-
mation for the nonprofit to Mike. The Grant Coordination Committee is excited that 
Kiwanis is returning to normal grant processing activities and that the wheels are once 
again rolling to provide significant grant support throughout the community. 

 Harry Cross addressed our luncheon group to ask if it would be worthwhile for him to 
produce a wallet-size membership phone list, as Harry has done in past years. After 
discussion, the consensus was that such a phone list would be useful to a number of 
our members, so Harry plans to proceed. Dan Dever said it would be useful if the di-
rectory was produced as a Word document while Susan Smith suggested a PDF. 
Harry then told us his technology is not very advanced, being WordStar running under 
DOS. This generated a little laughter, but the technology is more than adequate to pro-
duce a useful phone listing. 

Announcements continue on page five... 

ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE COMING WEEK... 
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KCW Cashiers 
& Sales 

See Pages 9 and 10 

KCW Sorting & 
Pricing 

See Pages 7 and 8 

Vouchers 
2/1—Ellen Webb, Nancy Schenk, Dale Leslie, Bud Roberts, Susan Smith, 
Jean Robinson, Dee Smit, and one more person needed. 

Invocation Max Ziegler 

Greeters January—Ken Hillenburg (A), Jim Blomquist, Alan Burg  

Hospitality Max Ziegler (734)649-3979  

Newsletter January—Gordon Beeman  

Cashier Doug Hanton 

mailto:jkidle@gmail.com


FINES... 

Garry Evans noticed that many members already had their quarters out on the table, 
anticipating a fine sometime during the luncheon. Garry shrewdly proposed a fine on all 
Kiwanians who had failed to place a quarter on the table, reasoning that these mem-
bers should be penalized for their miserly ways. After some squawking, Garry’s motion 
passed. 

Later Dan Dever noticed the confusion on Fred Sanchez’ face as he attempted to col-
lect fines following Garry’s motion. Neither Fred nor anyone else could tell which Kiwan-
ians already had their quarters on the table before Garry’s motion and which Kiwanians 
had placed their quarters on the table to pay the fine. So Dan proposed a fine on every-
one, permitting Fred simply to pick up all the quarters. Motion passed . 

HAPPY DOLLARS... 

 Bob Gray was chagrined that the meteoric rocks he had shown us the previous 
week were in fact not of meteoric origin. However, Bob was happy that a genuine 
meteoric rock was found nearby, at Strawberry Lake. 

 Dick Smit was busting with pride over the outstanding skating performance of his 
granddaughter, Jessica, at a Wichita, Kansas competition that earned her a silver 
medal. 

 Sally Lamkin contributed a happy dollar in thanks for Greg Springstead’s good work 
in helping Sally and Burt load a bookcase into the Lamkin vehicle’s trunk at the KCW 
dock. Greg padded the bookcase with a blanket, secured it with string and pleasant-
ly wished Sally and Burt “good luck” as they departed. Sally was pleased that Greg 
went the extra mile to help out. 

 John Dahl contributed to honor and recognize his wife, Claire, who was one of the 
Rosie the Riveter volunteers awarded a volunteer of the year plaque last Saturday at 
the Yankee Air Museum. 

PROSPECTIVE MEMBER... 

Harry Hawkins has applied for membership. He is sponsored by William Hampton and 
Bud Roberts. Harry is the General Manager of West Hawk Industries. First publication. 

KIWANIS CENTER TRANSITION NEWS... 

We had another good weekend of sales—about $5,400 on Friday and $8,000 on Satur-
day. Sales of clothes and shoes were a little less than last weekend but nevertheless 
helped the overall sales. If all goes well, the Antiques and Collectable Section will be 
open for the next weekend. This area will sell cameras, microscopes, telescopes, and 
the higher price collectables. We will be setting up an additional cash register in the 
new area, just north of the fire lane in the main sales room. 

At least two new volunteers will be starting this week: Karen Hadwin will be in to help 
sort on Wednesday. Bill Orlowski  will start on Tuesday as a volunteer assisting Tanya 
Salamin with some work in the area we are preparing for a tenant. We are receiving 
new requests for volunteering every week and need to expand our volunteer base for a 
more successful operation. Thanks to all that are contributing to help our goal to raise 
funds to support children. ~Bob Gray 

 

 

KIWANIANS AT THE AUTO SHOW... 

Kiwanians Fred Sanchez, Dale Leslie, and 
Cliff Sheldon were "On The Road Again" at 
the Detroit Automotive Show. A great event for 
car buffs and those who marvel at dynamic 
displays. Good show, Detroit! (January 23, 
2018)  Dale 
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Known worldwide as 
the place for the 

“funkiest” gift. 

Check for Special Items 
on 

 
and 

 
Every Week! 

Kiwanis Merchandise 
is now available online 

at A2kiwanis.org or 
here. Samples 

available at TKC. 

Since 1921 

Over $6,300,000 

in Proceeds from 

the Kiwanis 

Thrift Sale have 

been used to 

Benefit Our 

Community. 

http://www.kiwanissale.com/
http://annarbor.craigslist.org/search/sss?query=kiwanis&sort=rel
http://www.kiwanissale.com/ebay.htm
http://a2kiwanisfoundation.org/
http://defininggeeks.com/collections/kiwanis-club-of-ann-arbor
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This Week’s 
Numbers 

 

Attendance: 
55 

Fines: 
$40.04 

Happy $: 
$13 

Mott Pot: 
$176.03 To-

day 
$747.62 YTD 

Vouchers: 
$2,147 

11 Families 
$26,197 YTD 
129 Families 

YTD 

Thrift Sale: 

Kiwanis 
Center: 
$13,382 

Other: 
$0 

TOTAL: 
$13,382 

$182,061 YTD 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 
New Year’s Day 

2 KCD Farewell 
Party Video 

3 4 
KYP Meeting 

5 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

6 Sale: & Dona-
tions 
TKC 9-1 

7 8 Hixson 
Awards 

9 10 11 12 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

13 Sale: & 
Donations 
TKC 9-1 

14 15 MLK, Jr. Day 
Program 
 

MLK, Jr. Day 

16 
Board Meeting 
6:30pm at TKC 

17 18 19 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

20 Sale: & 
Donations 
TKC 9-1 

21 22 Fake News? 23 24 25 26 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

27 Sale: & 
Donations 
TKC 9-1 

28 29 Being an 
Entrepreneur 

30 31    

JANUARY 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 

KYP Meeting 

2 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

3 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

4 5 Flight of the 
Butterflies 

6 7 8 9 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

10 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

11 12 A2 Commu-
nity Foundation 

13 14 
 
 
Valentine’s Day 

15 16 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

17 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

18 19 Income 
Inequality 
 
Presidents’ Day 

20 
 

Board Meeting 
6:30pm at TKC 

21 22 23 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

24 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

25 26 City of Ann 
Arbor 

27 28    

FEBRUARY 2018 



ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO... 

 Once the phone listing matter was resolved, Harry turned to his main topic, which was to announce changes to the 
scholarship program that have been determined by the Scholarship Subcommittee (a subcommittee of the Children 
& Youth Services Committee). The primary changes are to raise the amount of each scholarship from $1,000 to 
$1,500 and to limit scholarship awards only to students planning to attend an institution of higher learning located in 
Michigan. The campaign to raise scholarship funding from club members and others will be shortened to occur in 
the month of February only, as Harry or others on the scholarship subcommittee must know of all planned scholar-
ship funding by February 28. The scholarship award presentations will then be made at the Kiwanis luncheon on 
April 30. Establishing “repeating scholarships,” with a student recipient to receive annual scholarship awards for four 
or five years while enrolled in college, is under discussion. Harry elaborated that the Ray and Eleanor Cross Foun-
dation will continue to match scholarship contributions on a dollar for dollar basis. That is, a member may fund a 
$1,500 named scholarship with a gift of $750, which will be matched by the Ray and Eleanor Cross Foundation. 
Each of us may partner with others, in order to reduce the amount of individual contributions needed to fund a 
named scholarship. This year, the scholarship program will be opened up to smaller contributions, such as $25 or 
whatever amount desired by the contributor, with the smaller contributions added together, to be matched and to 
create a generic, unnamed scholarship. 

 Several questions and comments followed Harry’s remarks. Dale Leslie expressed the concern that some educa-
tional pursuits may not be available within the State of Michigan, and Bob Carr observed that many students don’t 
know what college they will be attend-
ing until summer or might change their 
minds before college enrollment. Mike 
Dabbs, as chair of the Children & 
Youth Services Committee, responded 
that the decisions are not completely 
final but that at least this year the pro-
gram will be restricted to students 
planning to enroll within Michigan. 
Mike also observed that our new 
scholarship restrictions are less limit-
ing than those imposed by Rotary for 
its scholarship program. Doug 
Ziesemer asked about the location of 
the scholarship awards luncheon, 
since the luncheon room at KCW 
might not be large enough. The re-
sponse was that the Programs Com-
mittee has reserved two different Mon-
day luncheon dates for scholarship 
awards, in case we need to split the 
awards into two programs. Also, Bob 
Gray said we could set up our KCW 
meeting room auditorium style, serving 
food outside the meeting room, to in-
crease seating capacity. 

 Larry Dittmar announced that this 
Friday, February 2 at 8:00 PM, there 
will be symphony band concert at Hill 
Auditorium, which is free and open to 
the public. On Friday, February 16 at 
noon, a carillon concert will be pre-
sented at Burton Tower ringing in the 
Lunar New Year, also free and open to 
the public. The free carillon concert 
will be repeated on the same date at 
1:30 PM at the Lurie Tower on the UM 
North Campus. 
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“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 

Our Sponsored Programs 
in Service to Youth: 

WISD Aktion Club U of M Circle K 
Huron High School 

Pioneer High School Angell Elementary 

http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

KIWANIS CLUB 
OF ANN ARBOR 

Meetings: 
Noon on Mondays at 

The Kiwanis Center 
100 N. Staebler, Suite C 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755 

www.a2kiwanis.org 

Building Phone:   
734-665-2211 

RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer 
 734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com 

Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet 
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474  

Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc. 
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda, 734-930-0555 

Clarity Financial Advisors, Mark S. Wishka, ChFC, CFP, CLU, CRPC, 
CASL, REBC, RHU, CDFA, CLTC—734-995-3996, markwishka.com 

Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys 
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com 

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors 
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net 

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters... 

"Serving the Children of the World" 

Other Links: 
 Michigan District Kiwanis 

Click here to read the latest 
Michigan Builder. 

 Kiwanis International 

 Kiwanis Young Professionals 
of Washtenaw County Meets 
6pm first Thurs. of Month 

 U of M Circle K  
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM 
Union or League (Check Cal-
endar on Website) 

 Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti 
Meets Noon Wednesdays at 
EMU Student Center 

 Ann Arbor Western, Meets 
Noon Tues. at Quarter Bistro 
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Interested in becoming a member?  Please send an e-mail 
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org. 

 
 

Sale and Donation Hours 
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale 
At The Kiwanis Center 

100 N. Staebler at Jackson 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-1pm 
 

Saleable Donation Drop Off: 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-12:30pm 
 

Call for Donation Pickup: 
734-665-0450 

The Kiwanis Center 

http://www.a2kiwanis.org
mailto:dfziesemer@aol.com
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/mark.s.wishka/
mailto:Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
mailto:jcarey@provide.net
http://mi.kiwanisone.org/
http://www.mi.kiwanisone.org/Page/1070
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
http://ypsilantikiwanis.weebly.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Ann-Arbor-Western-Kiwanis-558933810913788/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor-Kiwanis-Thrift-Sale/303245442175
mailto:MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
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