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NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM… 

June 10—Scouts BSA. 
Speaker: Dr. Tim John-
son. Introduction by 
Evan LeRoy. 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS… 
June 17—Street Art: 
Chalk Edition. Speaker: 
David Zinn. Introduction 
by TBD. 

June 24—Lost Voices. 
Speaker: Mike Ball. 
Introduction by Kathie 
Wilder. 
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TODAY’S PROGRAM… 

Charlie Phibbs introduced Huron HS graduating senior and MIT rising fresh-
man Bhuvna Murthy who eloquently told about the miRcore Program and the 
pancreatic cancer research she conducted as part of the program. miRcore is a 
501(c)(3) medical research organization whose mission is to generate testable 
hypotheses on disease etiology, biomarkers, treatment decisions, and preven-
tion based on RNA profiles. The premise is to use data that is readily available 
to all researchers to do new research. There are miRcore research programs at 
many leading institutions including the U of M, Scripps, and UCSD and in New 
York, India and S. Korea. High school students can participate as members of 

miRcore’s student club, GIDAS (Genes in Disease and Symptoms). There are GIDAS clubs 
in high schools in several states. 

miRcore focuses on a different disease each year. The 
focus is on Pancreatic Cancer this year. Bhuvna’s stu-
dent group is raising $10,000 to fund a micro-grant to 
support the pancreatic cancer research of Dr. Gregory 
Batta at Scripps Institute. (Donations are appreciated). 
Bhuvna explained that 5% of the pancreas’s function is 
to produce insulin which controls how sugar is digest-
ed. Lack of insulin leads to diabetes which may or may 
not lead to pancreatic cancer. The other 95% of the 
pancreas’s function is to produce enzymes that digest 
proteins. Lack of these enzymes leads to pancreatitis 
which also may or may not lead to pancreatic cancer. 
A huge problem is that most people do not exhibit 
symptoms of pancreatic cancer until the cancer is at 
Stage 4 and very difficult to treat. Major risk factors for 
pancreatic cancer are pancreatitis, pancreatic cysts, 
age over 50, ethnicity, smoking, diabetes, and a BMI 
over 25. Symptoms include abdominal and/or mid-
back pain, jaundice, severe and sudden weight loss of 
more than 30 pounds, sudden onset of diabetes, blood 
clots, and fatigue. Treatment which is successful in 
only a small percentage of cases consists of removal 
of the pancreas or a Whipple Procedure followed by 
chemotherapy. 

When she was a 7th grader, Bhuvna met Dr. Inhan Lee, PhD, a UM researcher who has 
mentored Bhuvna since then. This year Bhuvna has done research on the Effects of Influen-
za A in Virotherapy of PDAC (pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma) a type of pancreatic can-
cer. The reason Stage 4 pancreatic cancer is so difficult to treat is that the cancer causes the 
pancreas to harden to the extent that the cells are not able to respond to medications. It ap-
pears that introduction of Influenza A cells into the pancreas can break down the mass mak-
ing it soft and mushy and receptive to medications such as cytotoxic T-cells that may kill the 
cancer cells. (Note: Your editor, who is not of a scientific bent, accepts responsibility for all 
inaccuracies in this synopsis). 

Visit mircore.org to donate to 
the cause and learn more 
about it  

June 3, 2019 

Charlie Phibbs 

Bhuvna Murthy 

https://www.mircore.org/
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GUESTS AT OUR CLUB…  
Claire Dahl introduced guests Esther Hampton, wife of President William; Kathy Modigil, 
sister of Harry Hawkins; Mamadou, guest of Harry Hawkins; Susan Baskett and Robin 
Bailey from AAPS, guests of Dan Burroughs; and Tamara Miller, Paul and Catherine 
Siersma, Michael Weiss, Chris Nelson, and Janine Crawford, parents of Music Scholarship 
recipients. Welcome everyone! 

HOSPITALITY…  
President William reported that the ever-intrepid Bob Gray is with us today and that Cliff 
Sheldon’s heart valve surgery has been rescheduled to a later date. Cliff is home from the 
hospital and getting ready to try again. There will be a celebration of Joe Medrano’s life 
on Sun, July 28 at noon at Weber’s. As space is limited, let Carol Presley know if you plan 
to attend.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS… 
 Interclub Chair Martha Petroski and a crew of members will attend the Super Inter-

club at Saline tonight. Some folks from the new Kiwanis Club in Canton will be coming 
for a tour of the Thrift Sale soon. 

 President William recognized all members with June birthdays and led us in songful 
celebration. 

 

 

 President-Elect Dan Dever announced that the Board has appointed 
Kathie Wilder as Club Secretary and Susan Smith (not Gray!) as Founda-
tion Secretary for the 2019-20 Kiwanis year. 

 

 

 

 Community PSA—Doug Fuller, Washtenaw County Road Commission Board Chair-
man, encourages citizens to go to wcroads.org to see easy-to-read maps of all the 
road projects that the road commission is working on this summer.  

FINES… 

Garry Evans proposed a fine on anyone who has ever played the piano. Dan Dever 
nabbed everyone else by proposing a fine on anyone who is not ‘young’. 

HAPPY DOLLARS… 

 
 Carol Presley gave $100 Happy Dollars in memory of Joe Medrano 
who was 100% in on Kiwanis. She said Joe cherished his Kiwanis friend-
ships, the love and kindness we share, and the good works we do. Carol 
said Joe will be watching from on high as we continue doing all that we do to 
make our community better and stronger. 

ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE COMING WEEK... 
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All Sale See the schedule emailed by the Volunteer Coordinator. 

Vouchers 
Vouchers on 6/6: Ellen Webb, Bud Roberts, Dee Smit, Jean Robinson, Eloise 
Lavin, Susan Smith, Gretchen Preston, Greg Meisner, and Mark Lavin. 

Invocation William V. Hampton 

Meeting Greet-
ers 

Evan LeRoy, Max Supica, Rose-Marie Barhydt (A) 

Hospitality William V. Hampton 

Newsletter Ann Mattson 

Cashier Larry French 

“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 

Dan Dever 

Carol Presley 

https://www.wcroads.org/


MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS… 

Middle School Music Camp Scholarships were presented today. Dan Bur-
roughs shared that the Club proudly presents several $500 Music Camp 
Scholarships to Ann Arbor Public Schools middle school students each year. 
 
 
 
He introduced Robin Bailey, the Coordinator of the AAPS Fine Arts Dept., 
who explained that more than 100 students auditioned for music camp schol-
arships this year and that six very talented students were selected to receive 
Kiwanis scholarships. The students introduced themselves and told us where 
they will be attending camp. 
 
 
Griffin Siersma, a 7th grader at AA Open School who plays cello, will attend 
Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp. 
 
 
 
Leo Nelson, an 8th grader at AA Open School who plays flute, will attend 
Blue Lake. 
 
 
 
 
Alexandria Miller, an 8th grader at Scarlett who plays bass clarinet, will at-
tend Blue Lake. 
 
 
 
 
Chana Weiss, an 8th grader at Tappan who plays viola, will attend the AAPS 
Summer Music Program. 
 
 
 
 
Charis Crawford, a 6th grade vocalist from Scarlett, will attend Blue Lake. 
 
 
 

 
 
Zion Dottery, a 7th 
grade vocalist from 
Scarlett who will attend 
Blue Lake, was unable 
to join us today. Per-
haps we will get to 
meet Zion at a later 
date. Congratulations 
to all our scholarship 
recipients and many 
thanks to Ms. Bailey 
and the AAPS music 
staff for selecting these 
outstanding young mu-
sicians. 
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Known worldwide as 
the place for the 

“funkiest” gift. 

Check for Special Items 
on 

 
and 

 
Every Week! 

Click here to buy 
Kiwanis Club of Ann 

Arbor gear like this logo 
T-shirt, only $23.00! 

Since 1921, 

proceeds from 

Kiwanis Thrift 

Sale, gifts from 

our members, 

and the work of 

our volunteers to 

benefit our 

community totals 

over $6,950,000.  

Our Sponsored Programs 
in Service to Youth: 
 
 Angell Elementary Huron High School 

Pioneer High School 
U of M Circle K WISD Aktion Club 

Robin Bailey, Fine Arts Coordinator for AAPS(L); Scholarship Recipient Students: 
Griffin Siersma, Leo Nelson, Chana Weiss, Charis Crawford and Alexandria Miller; 

and Dan Burroughs, MC for the Kiwanis Music Scholarship Awards.  

http://www.kiwanissale.com/
http://annarbor.craigslist.org/search/sss?query=kiwanis&sort=rel
http://www.kiwanissale.com/ebay.htm
http://defininggeeks.com/collections/kiwanis-club-of-ann-arbor
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/


MEETINGS... 

The District Convention Planning Committee headed by Larry French will meet Monday, June 10 at 10:30 in 
the conference room. 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES... 

 Fred Sanchez reminds everyone of our fun-filled trip to Tiger Stadium on Saturday, August 10th and 
requests that you let him know if you want to go. There are still prime seats available right behind home 
plate. The price includes a deluxe round trip  motor coach meeting us at Pioneer High School at 3:30 
PM. Since it is a Saturday evening game, there will not be a fireworks display after the game. Therefore, 
the post-game bus departure should not be delayed. See flyer below for additional details. 

 President William again extended an invitation for all to attend the NAACP’s Juneteenth Celebration 
scheduled for Saturday, June 15 at Wheeler Park. The Club/Foundation has a unique opportunity to pur-
chase a table under the vendor tent at this significant African American event. This is yet another oppor-
tunity to add additional diversity to our membership by informing attendees of who we are and what we 
do in this community. 

 Member In The News—See page 29 of the June Ann Arbor Observer for an article on “The Many Lives 
of Burns Park” There you’ll find numerous quotes from the ever-quotable Al Gallup. 
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This Week’s 
Numbers 

Attendance 
64 

 

Fines 
$17.81 

 

Happy $ 
$100 

 

Mott Pot 
$0 Today 

$1,645 YTD 
 

Vouchers 
$3,353 

 13 Families 
$57,410 YTD 
283 Families 

YTD 
 

Thrift Sale 

Friday 
$10,139 

Saturday 
$7,143 

Other 
$478 

TOTAL 
$17,760 

$665,960 YTD 
(Unofficial) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

2 3 miRcore and 
Music Scholar-
ships 

4 5  
Kiwanis Young 
Professionals 

7pm 

6 7 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

8 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

9 10 Scouts BSA 11 12 13 14 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 
 

Flag Day 

15 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

16 
 
 

Father’s Day 

17 Street Art: 
Chalk Edition 

18 
Board Meeting 

6:30pm 

19 20 21 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

22 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

23 24 Lost Voices 25 26 27 28 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

29 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

30       

June 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 Ypsi Youth 
Orchestra 

2 3 
Kiwanis Young 
Professionals 

7pm 

4 KC is closed. 
No sale prep. 
 

Independence 
Day 

5 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

6 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

7 8 PKD Founda-
tion 

9 10 11 12 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

13 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

14 15 Random 
Games & Toys 

16 
Board Meeting 

6:30pm 

17 18 19 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

20 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

21 22 State of City 
of Ann Arbor 

23 24 25 26 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

27 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

28 29 Land Con-
servancy 

30 31    

July 2019 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                   

 
 
 
 
 

Memory Gem 
The 1990 Digest con-
tained a recitation of 
various fundraising 
activities over the 
years. One was the 
“Up with People” 
show... 

KIWANIS CLUB 
ANN ARBOR 

Meetings: 
Noon on Mondays at 

The Kiwanis Center 
100 N. Staebler, Suite C 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755 

www.a2kiwanis.org 

Building Phone:   
734-368-9738 

Kemner Iott Benz | 734-971-1000 
We Know Insurance. You Know Us. Let’s Talk! 

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors 
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net 

Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc. 
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda, 248-932-5450 

Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys 
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com 

Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet 
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474 

Carol's VIP Adventures - Group Travel for Active Adults 
Carol Presley, Travel Coordinator carolsvipadventures.com 

Clarity Financial Advisors, Mark S. Wishka, ChFC, CFP, CLU, CRPC, 
CASL, REBC, RHU, CDFA, CLTC—734-995-3996, markwishka.com 

RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer 
 734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com 

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters... 

Other Links: 

 Michigan District Kiwanis 
Click here to read the latest 
Michigan Builder. 

 Kiwanis International 

 Kiwanis Young Professionals 
of Washtenaw County Meets 
7pm first Wednesday of 
Month 

 U of M Circle K  
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM 
Union or League (Check 
Calendar on Website) 

 Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti 
Meets Noon Wednesdays at 
EMU Student Center 

 Ann Arbor Western, Meets 
Noon Tues. at Quarter Bistro 
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Interested in becoming a member?  Please send an e-mail 
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org. 

 
 

Sale and Donation Hours 
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale 
At The Kiwanis Center 

100 N. Staebler at Jackson 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-1pm 
 

Saleable Donation Drop 
Off: 

Fridays and Saturdays 
9am-12:30pm 

 
Call for Donation Pickup: 

734-665-0450 

The Kiwanis Center 

http://www.a2kiwanis.org
mailto:jcarey@provide.net
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
mailto:Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
http://carolsvipadventures.com/
http://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/mark.s.wishka/
mailto:dfziesemer@aol.com
http://mi.kiwanisone.org/
https://www.mikiwanis.org/(X(1)S(cy3x1noitlsuogxkzwailiyr))/Page/1070
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
http://ypsilantikiwanis.weebly.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Ann-Arbor-Western-Kiwanis-558933810913788/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor-Kiwanis-Thrift-Sale/303245442175
mailto:MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
http://www.kiwanissale.com/

